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One of the greatest European patrons of his time,
Prince Johann Il of Liechtenstein was born at Lednice
chateau (Moravia, Czech Republic) on October 5,
1840. He received a top education in national econo-
mics and technology from the universities in Vienna,

Bonn, Karlsruhe, Brussels and Paris.

In 1858, while studying in Germany, he took over the
family from his father, Prince Alois Il (172858), but

before completing his studies, he entrusted his mo-
ther princess Francis, born Countess Kinski, to the
government. After her death he left his mother's suite
at the Lednice chateau reverently unchanged, so we

can still see it in its original form today.

Thanks to his intelligence, excellent knowledge of
economics, culture and social feeling, as well as hig
diplomatic skills, he did an excellent job as a ruler. As
an excellent economist he managed his estates in Mo-
ravia, Bohemia and Austria well and contributed toHe focused mainly on valuable works of Italian
the improvement of the economic situation in Liech-and Dutch art from the 14th to the 16th century.
tenstein by supporting the introduction of light in- He bought many Italian panel paintings and
dustry. He was not interested in a political career, hesculptures from the Renaissance period, wedding
preferred the administration of entrusted assets,chests secalledcassoneand Italian majolica for

science and art. As early as 1862 the emperor grantethe princely collections. He also admired 18th
him the Order of the Golden Fleece. century Venetian painting and collected the first
collections of European porcelain. He supported

List of donations and foundations of various inStitUti‘contemporary art and artists by buying their

ons by prince Johann Il is extremely long. E.g. in 1873, ks or paying them study trips abroad. He

he founded a fruit and wine school in Valtice and irljonated large sums to archaeological research.
1895 a Higher School of Fruit and Horticulture in

L_ednice. I_n 1912 he created _thmétitute _for Plant Bree—]-he prince also contributed to the repair and

ding of Prince Johann von Liechtenstein of J. G. Mepgg|dRtic reconstruction of a number of

Lednice na MoraVidn 1985 the institute became the monuments owned by his family. E.g. in 1886 he
Faculty of Horticulture of the University of Agricultu- , o gan repairing gternberk

re in Brno, today Mendel University. later Vaduz Castle in Liechtenstein and therddle

Considerable attention of Johann Il devoted to art and®f the familygothic Liechtenstein Castle located
history. He had his tutor Jacob von Falcke and th&éouth of Vienna.

director of the family gallery Johann Dallinger von

Dalling write and reorganize family art collections..Hd 0 1852 Prince Johannn ||
also considered building a new art gallery in Viennghateau and its district for the establishment of

near of Hofburg (its plans have been preserved). Er:te]:irrzt ffc())rreessttry ;ﬁg%ﬂ;gn'\gor;i\g:uﬁ)d Silesia
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The prince proved his patronage many times during
his life, not only as a buyer of paintings and sculptures
for the prince's collections, he donated many works
of art to public institutions or paid for their purchase.
E.g. he donated more than 40 paintings to the Acade-
mic Gallery in Vienna, donated Austrian Gothic panel
paintings to the imperial collection and donated more
than fifty paintings by Viennese painters to the coll-
ections of the city of Vienna. From the Czech lands let
us mention his gift to hen Provincial Museum in Pra-
gue to which he donated paintings by Franz Halse and
paintings by Dutch masters of the 17th century or
donations of tapestries, paintings, ceramics and other
works for the Silesian Landes Museum in Opava (the
prince significantly supported also the construction of

its new building).

These donations were a matter of conviction and edu-
cation for the top leaders of society at that time,
when prince donated enormous funds or donations of
works of art, collections of natural products or the
entire library to the benefit of provincial museums or

galleries.

Prince Johann Il also supported many buildings on his
estates and beyond. E.g. he had built a church and a
school in PoGtorn8, anothe
by Katzlsdorf. He was one of the initiators of the esta-
blishment of the Wine School in Valtice, financially
Prince Johannn on a white pony, Friedrich von supported the local construction of the town spa
Amerling 1845, Liechtenstein. The Princely Collections ~ (191181912) or introduced a telegraph and telephone

in Valtice (from 1 April 1910). In 1909 on the occasi-

on of the 50th anniversary of the reign of Prince Jo-
In 1903 prince Johann Il declared the first nature re-hann Il of Lichtenstein a modern-salled jubilee hos-

serve in Moravia, in today's protected landscape aregijtal in Valtice with 100 beds was built at his expense.

oft he Jesen?2ky -KMpu mtiekise s 8§ k
calledd Li ec ht e n(k2 lectares)F elacd- o \Hg bth another large hospital in the years 190812

ted between Jger 8k and Ke%:[f'rnt Jor’h(‘]a@e Qpﬁr LEhLYd
today's National NatureReserveandltspurposewasde:SStagtagggerndoalcnduld (?('J:“t

to protect a unique mountain forest, with highlands
with interesting and characteristic plant species. |nlonger bear.

1909 he declared a pr ot o ks Ri na
which consists of forests of a primeval character
bel ow Vel k8 JavoRina, t h Wh i

Carpathians.

In the 1990s, one of the first ski associations was esta-
blished in the Old Town, thanks to a passionate tou-
rist and factory owner Herman Buhl. Already in 1907,
preparations began for the construction of a mountain R A
hut on the southeastern WRESEH N 2 k
an altitude of 1,375 meters. For its construction, Prin- S - :
ce Johann Il provided a land for a symbolic rent of 4

rown r. : . : :
crowns ayea Prince JohannEs hospital i

The cottage was opened in 1912. It had a dining room
on the ground floor and two large rooms, 11 rooms
on the first floor and a shared dormitory for 90 peo-

ple in the attic.

At his own expense or with the help of a significant
donation, he supported the construction of many kin-
dergartens, municipal and higher schools, town halls

or churches on his estates.

WWW.HS -LIECHTENSTEIN.CZ



Four years later, in 1924, Liechtenstein concluded a
customs and economic union with Switzerland, and
the Swiss franc replaced the Austkungarian crown

as the national currency. The citizens of Liechtenstein
lost almost all their savings after World War | becau-
se they had them stored in hyperinflatioepreciated
Austro-Hungarian currency. The state treasury was

also without money.

Prince Johann Il gave a helping hand to his suffering
country. He lent interesfree 500,000 Swiss francs to
the Liechtenstein government. In addition he impor-
ted food from Switzerland at his own expense, which
was distributed free of charge to the inhabitants of
the principality. The prince also dmanced the con-
struction of flood defenses around the Rhine in the
1920s. As the family's income from Czechoslovakia
decreased significantly due to the first land reform
(about 60% of the land was seized), prince Johann did
not hesitate to sell some family jewelry (probably the
original golden princely crown from the 17th century)

Prince Johann 11 of Li ect®qbtaipthenecesgary foreigmexchange. ; s e f
¢r p8&d K dipcptensfein. The Princely Collections Prince Johann Il issued the first Liechtenstein postage
: ' . ... _stamp in 1912. Until then the services of the k. und k.
The prince also financially supported the publlcatlonpOSt offices of Austridungary were used. As a result

of books on history and art. He donated a total of of the disintegration of the Habsburg monarchy after

58,000 gold crowns to archeological research in Asi . . )
Minor. Prince Johann Il improved working and Salar?/\Norld War |, Liechtenstein concluded a postal union

conditions for his employees and helped many peoIoleagreeme.nt W|th Switzerland in 1920. This gave it the
and charities with financial donations. opportunity to issue own postage stamps.

Johann |l became the longest reigning European mo-
narch. He ruled his country for a full 71 years, 3 years

longer than Emperor Francis Joseph |, 7 years longer

He spent about 7 million Austrian crowns a year on
charity for charitable purposes, which was a very high
amount for its time (today about 40 mio. EUR). This T
would correspond to the information that on the 50th :Eanl Queetn \_/|cto_r|aEand tT(r_ee Tor.‘th;“l?n??:r thf’m
anniversary of his reign, the Central Accounting Office € ‘ongest reign in Europering Louls ot Fran
calcul ated that Prince J%& ngnloﬁ]g 3In.q sucg SJ“bfa" Wag GO m8r8ted7 K
. _ _ _ by the saecalled jubilee stones, which were built on all
million of the then Swiss francs to charity and gifts.  astates on the occasion of 40 years of his rule (there
are about a hundred of them in the Czech Republic).
_ Ten years later tables adding to the government's
Prince as head of state 50th anniversary were added. After the establishment
At his instigation Liechtenstein Castle near Viennaof Czechoslovakia no more celebrations were held,
(the "cradle of the famijyWas romantically rebuilt, and the republic did not wish the nobility. Prince Johann Il
Vaduz Castle in Liechtenstein was also romanticallycalleda t h e @roamedosingle, and he dies on
renovated. Johann Il gave the Principality of LiechtenFebruary 11, 1929 at Valtice chateau.
stein a modern constitution in 1862 (it was changed in
1918 and 1921), reduced taxes and in 1868 abolished
its army. Four years later a railway was introduced to
Liechtenstein. In the second half of the 19th century,
the prince supported the development of light in-
dustry in Liechtenstein (especially textiles) with tax

breaks that attracted foreign investors.

During the First World War the prince maintained
neutrality and after 1918, instead of Austiungary,

he began to focus on Switzerland. Since October 27,
1919 it has represented the principality in those coun-

tries in which it has no embassies. Valtice chateau on a postcard (beg. 20th cent.)

S e S e ke o L T = T
. Gruss aus FELDSBERG, N.-Ousts.
R G Schicss Liachtenstein = Parkeeite mit Weingarten

il
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LiechtensteinsE | awyer JU

Jubilee stone of prince Johann Il from Liechten-

stein, VyHIovka near of Kostelec nad Lerni mi
lesy (Central Bohemia) 110TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRINCE KARL
ALFRED

JUDR EMI L SOBI| KA HERO 0FO yearsagoon Augyst 16, 1910 the younger son of
CHAMBER Prince Alois of Liechtenstein (184955) and Eliza-

beth Amalia the Archduchess of Austria (18F860)
On Friday September 18, 2020 in Brno the Czech Barwas born. Karl Alfred (August 16, 1920November
Chamber organized the opening of the exhibitiba- 17, 1985) was born as the third of eight children and
wyers Against Totalitarianism . The exhibition  as the second son. His older brother and future reig-
follows on from the exhibition that took place in Sep- ning prince prince Francis Joseph Il. (August 16, 1906

tember 2019 in Prague. November 13, 1989) was born on the same day as
Among the heroes fighting against totalitarianism isKarl Alfred, but six years earlier.
the |l eading Prague | awyer » M (190

1990). During the Nazi occupation he fought against
the Nazi regime, during the Prague Uprising in May
1945 he fought with a weapon in hand on the barrica-
des.

In the years 1948948 he represented the reigning
prince Francis Joseph Il. of Liechtenstein in disputes
concerning the illegal confiscation of property of ne-
utral principalityEs citi
Hi s uncl e pr of es saothordfthea nt
first Czechoslovak Constitution, the first dean of the
Faculty of Law and rector of Masaryk University in
Brno, and one of the pillars of Czech law, whose legal
theory is still taught, also helped him with this.

JUDTr . Sobilka al most succ
fiscation decrees in 1947, but the court proceedings
was postponed by communistSindefinitely” The
unsustainability of the confiscation of the property of
citizens of the neutral state was aware of the Ministry

of Finance and Foreign Affairs in February 1948,
It is not surprising that the law firm of JUDr. Emil

- . Prince Karl Alfred of Liechtenstein i
Sobil'ka was among the first to be 111l egal]l abol i

after the communist coup in February 1948. In 1954,When the reigning prince Francis Joseph Il. moved to
he was sentenced in a fabricated trial to 20 years in¥aduz after the Anschluss of Austria (March 12, 1938)
prison for espionage. He was released in 1960 and® express his disagreement with this anexation and
then worked in the labor professions. He was fully strengthen the position of neutral Liechtenstein-\As

rehabilitated after 1990. vis the secalled Third Reich, together with the Cen-
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tral director of the Administration of Liechtenstein "%
Estates (based in Ol omo
he helped persecuted employees and their famili

preventing the dismissal of Czech workers.

When the communist Minister of Agriculture Julius
Luri G, toget her with the
lav Nosek (also a communist), falsely described th
citizens of Liechtenstein as Germans, the property of
39 citizens of neutral Liechtenstein was illegally con-. .,
fiscated by abusing pr es&o&epqa
not legally affect them. This happened in contrast to _
the citizens of German nationality of Switzerland, Human Rights.

Sweden, the allies or even the citizens of Austria, whoThe inadmissible designation of Liechtenstein nationals

even fought for Germany and were Germans. as persons of German nationality since 1945 has been
In cooperation with the leading Prague lawyer JUDr.repeatedIy used in Czech legislation as a basis for jud-

. - . gments t theirﬁetriment. The subject of the current
Emi | Sobilka prince KarlZhTELE G SEHML In héasulod Besif by
confiscation decrees. In the summer o » M€czech administrative authorities and courts, which
Supreme Administrative Court even prepared for the have been taken since 2014. The Prince of Liechten-

repeal of confiscation decrees, but Minister of Agricul- Foundation received a lawsuit from

: stei e Czech
tu r € .J : .L url .G . enforced atthoﬁty WiPr18ut°’p id? ﬁ’oﬁcg, Wisich Eventﬁatglry Iedztg' €
courts pu_bllc hearlngmdeflnlf[ely Afterl thh? commu]; deletion. Ownership of these lands has existed for
nist coup in Ferur.a.ly 1948 prince Karl A red.was O centuries and was confirmed by the cadastre in 2013.
ced by the authorities to leave Czechoslovakia. This was justified by a demonstrably false claim that
Later prince studied medicine at the University of prince Francis Joseph Il declared his German nationali-
Vienna, which he graduated with honors. On Februaryty in accordance with the decrees of the President of
17, 1947, he married Archduchess Agnes of Austria inthe Republic. The Czech courts have stated that they
Vienna (1928007). They had three sons (Dominik, do not have jurisdiction to accept evidence that this
Andreas, Gregor) and four daughters (Alexandra, Ma-was not the case, even though the evidence was avai-

ria-Pia, Katharina, Brigitta). lable in a paper form.

The most famous of them in the Czech lands is Her In its final decision of 20 February 2020, the Consti-
Serene Highness Maiia Kothbauer Princess of tutional Court of the Czech Republic did not correct
Liechtenstein who has been the ambassador of Liechthis unacceptable procedure in which Liechtenstein
tenstein to Austria and to the UN offices in Vienna citizens are treated as Germans. In 2020 the incorrect
and the OSCE since 2000. Since April 11, 2011 sh@pplication of the decrees of the President of the Re-
has also been the Ambassador for the Czech Republigublic of 1945 and the erroneous designation of
(based in Vienna). Liechtenstein citizens as ethnic Germans were confir-
med. The attitude and procedure of the Czech autho-
rities and courts has consequences for more than two

LIECHTENSTEIN SUBMITTED A COM- dozen other proceedings against Liechtenstein citi-

zens. This means for them that in connection with
PLAINT TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC property in the Czech Republic from before 1945,

On 18 August 2020, the Government of Liechtenstein they cannot assert their claims because they are con-
decided to lodge an intergovernmental complaint with gjqered as Germans.

the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg in
order to assure its country's sovereignty that is

currently not sufficiently respected in the Czech Re-

public.

b o d a

Liechtenstein has opposed this and, emphasizing its

reignty, uses as a remedy the intergovernmental
ﬁ:t} ensﬁrﬁl@dqnc'{hesEur &ah téndertion oh at

In the case of other neutral states, such as Switzer-
land, the Czech Republic has been willing in previous
decades to negotiate bilateral solutions on open issues
of a similar nature. However, there have never been

The background is the current judgment of the Supre- 15ks with Liechtenstein on open property issues.

me Court, which again denied Liechtenstein nationalsTh Prince's H dth 's deci
their fundamental rights on the grounds that they 'N€ Prince’s House supported the government's deci-

should be considered Germans as a result of the ap_sion. "The attitude that the Czech Republic currently ta-
plication of the 1945 decrees of the President of the ken towards Liechtenstein and its nationals is not characte

Czechoslovak Republic. Their-splication in 2020 rized in the very fundamental areas by the respect with
amounts to a clear disrespect for Liechtenstein's sove

‘which equal sovereign states in Edrimp@ccordance
reignty and the personal identity of its nationals. with international lat a v.e to act.o
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HSL CELEBRATES TENTH JUBILEE 260th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF
FIELD MARSHAL JAHANN | OF LIECHTEN-

STEIN

On June 6, 2020, we commemorated the 260th anni-
versary of the birth of one of the most important and
most famous public figures of the Liechtenstein family,
Field Marshal Johann | Prince of Liechtenstein (June
26, 1760 ViennaApril 20, 1836 Vienna). After the
untimely death of his brother Alois | in 1805 he beca-
me head of the family and the Principality of Liechten-

stein.

Pavel Juam?k, Chair

The Historical Association Liechtenstein (HSL) was
established in December 2009. In 10 years of its exis
tence its members have organized or proposed do-|
zens of events throughout the Czech Republic. In the!
first place it was the first international conference on |
the Liechtenstein family, which took place in 2010 in
Olomouc. This was followed by exhibitions in Miku-
| ov, Kostelec nad lernim

or Kol 2 n.

We had the honor of organizing a number of visits by
members of the princely family to the Czech Republic,
whether it was the opening of exhibitions, the presen-
tation of publications or visits to monuments. A num-
ber of publications, dozens of articles writen by our
members in professional and daily press, lectures a
conferences, the HSL Newsletter and more than 400
articles on the association's website have always pro-
vided true and ugio-date information on the history The prince was a great diplomat and an excellent mili-
and present of relations between the Czech Republic,tary leader respected by his opponent French em-

the Liechtenstein family and Liechtenstein. The workperor Napoleon Bonaparte. He achieved many suc-

of the Chairman of the Association was awarded inc essed, for example in the
2011 bythe Commander's Cross of the Order of Merit Rhstatt, Wagram or Aspern.

the Principality of Liechtenstein. He distinguished himself in the Battle of Austerlitz

In many cases the research and its presentation by théDecember 2, 1805), where he prevented even gre-
members of the association proved to be beneficialater losses of the Allies, caused by poor preparation
even for the princely family. E.g. discovery of unknownand command of the battle, especially by the Russian
information about an extraordinary patron of the Ba- tsar. After losing the battle, he concluded an armistice
roque period, Duchess Maria Theresa of Savoy, orwith France and the soalled Bratislava Peace and
scope and importance of the artillery reform of Mar- | at er al so the Sch°nnbrun
shal Joseph Wenzel of Liechtenstein for the Czech|_|iS marriage with Countess Joseph Sophia zu

lands and the entire monarchy. F¢r st aMeitbaavasgrery happy and was endowed

In the coming years, HSL will continue to support re- with 13 descendants. The prince continued the con-
search of a common history. The 400th anniversary ofstruction of the Lednice/altice Area and rebuilt and
the arrival of the Liechtensteins in many of Czech andexpanded the princely tomb in Vranov near Brno in
Moravian towns and the Duchy of Krnov (202D23)  the Classicist style.

and others provide a lot of interesting topics.

Field Marshal Johann | of Liechtenstein
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A BIOGRAPHY: PRINCE HANS -ADAM II BOOK ON PRINCE FRANZ |

On the occasion of the 75th birthday of the reigning HSL arranged the Czech edition of the book by the
prince His Serene Highness Hafdam Il of Liechten- professor of the University of Vienna Mag. Marije
stein (* 14. 2. 1945, Zurich) the van Eck Verlag pu-Wa k oulRi gan&a |, the Grandsig
blishing house in Schaan published his authorized bioFhe biography of Prince Franz | provides hitherto
graphy. unknown information about the Ambassador of Aus-
tria-Hungary in St. Petersburg, who sought to renew
the alliance with Russia, and about his life after retur-
ning to Vienna or as head of family and state in 1927
1938. We will inform you about the date of the Czech

edition by Lidov® Noviny P

Prince Franz | in diplomatic uniform

BOOK ABOUT MARIA THERESIA DU-
CHESS DE SAVOYEN

The author of this interesting book is the renowned | n Oct ober 2019 the Lidov®
historian and former ambassador of Great Britain to published a book about the life and legacy of a gene-
Switzerland and Liechtenstein Davide Beattie. Therous and patroness in Central Bohemia and in Vienna,
book was published in English in April, and a Germarduchess Maria Theresa de Savoyen (1BB22), born

edition is being prepared. From its text we choose:  the Princess of Liechtenstein.

Despite his background, his successes did notcom&& he edi tor of this discove
easily. For centuries the Liechtenstein family was aty § . The research of the |
the center of the Habsburg monarchy to which provi- the born princess of Liechtenstein, was started by an

ded warlords, statesmen, and diplomats. Thanks toexhibition about her life, which was prepared by Mr.

their abilities, the family collected assets that they lostPavel JuR2k for the Museum
twice and restored again. This has enabled itto buildc er n® | esy in June 2011. A
the largest private collection of works of art in Euro- ce, after a regiem service for the Duchess and alll

pe, to promote agriculture and science, and to deve- members of the Liechtenstein family, celebrated by

lop extensive social and charitable activities. Domi ni k Cardinal Duka in K
In 1945 the Liechtensteins lost almost all sources oft_he Archbishop of Pra?’“e expressed interest in her

their income, due to the confiscation of property in lifé. and a work for which she could be blessed.
Czechoslovakia (based on the commuaibused pre-  The Historical Association Liechtenstein then addres-
sident BeneG decrees) . Rrealp ePrrtoff eisB o AuBh DI aJ iwRzs Kdue
maged war and was part of the Soviet occupation zo-for professional research. Then the Czech, Moravian

ne for another 10 years (Neues Liechtenstein Castleand Viennese archives have brought unexpected dis-
near Vienna was looted and devastated by the Rectoveries. The mentioned book contains significant
Army and | ater had t o b einfermdtich)rémtideesearchi n t he booké

www.vaneckverlag.li www.nln.cz
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